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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a binary picture with high fidelity 
by providing a means to separate a multilevel picture 
data into a picture and photograph area and a character 
area and a means to periodically weight the multilevel 
picture data, and binarizing the multilevel picture data 
by an error diffusion method after periodically 
weighting the data when the said multilevel data is 
decided as the picture and photograph area. 

CONSTITUTION: An image area separation part 13 
separates the data into the picture and photograph area 
and the character area, and only the picture and 
photograph area is weighted by using the superimpose 
value of a superimpose memory 15. On the other hand, 
when the decided result of the image area separation 
part 13 shows the picture and photograph area, the a 
superimpose part 14 adds a value called from the 
superimpose memory 15 to picture element density by a 
V-counter 16 and an H-counter 17. When the decided 
result shows the character area, the data is passed 
through. Since the superimpose memory 15 stores a 
value as shown in the figure, for example, and spatial 
coordinates in the main scanning and sub scanning 
directions of an attention picture elements are counted 



by the V-counter 16 and the H-counter 
superimpose value is periodically changed. 
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